DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING: 
A  PRIEST; Sect 1
For a priest to function, he must first have a sanctuary in which to perform his duties. Within the scriptures there are only two groups of priests recognised as being established by God.
The first is the Levitical priesthood, under the high priest Aaron. The second, the priest​hood of believers, under our high priest Jesus Christ,
(1) Heb.10:19-22 “Since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”
Jesus Christ is a priest like Melchizedek, and is a priest for ever.
(2) Heb.7:17 “It is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Malchizedek.”
The Levitical priesthood had a sanctuary here on earth, the tabernacle in the wilderness, followed by Solomon's temple. We however, have our sanctuary in heaven. The first was a type, or model, the second is the real thing. The first passed away with its temple, the second is eternal, just like its temple, heaven.
The prime function of all priests is to offer sacrifice of one kind or another.
(3) Heb.10:11 “Every priest stand daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifice, which can never take away sin.”
(4) Ex.29:38-39 “This is what you shall offer upon the alter; two lambs a year old, day by day continually.”
(5) Ex.30:8 “Aaron shall burn the fragrant incense; every morning when he dresses the lamps he shall burn it. And as he sets up the lamps in the evening, he shall burn it, as a perpetual offering before the Lord.”
Now all sacrifice for sin was completed at Calvary.
(6) Heb.9:28 “So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”
(7) Heb.10:10-14 “By the will of God, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all. 
     Every priest stand daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifice, which can never take away sin. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sin, he sat down at the right hand of God, to wait there till his enemies should be made a stool for his feet. For by a single sacrifice he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.”
(8) Rom.6:10 “The death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God.”
But be warned;

(9) Heb.10:26 “If we sin deliberately after having received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sin, but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire which will consume the adversaries.”
Our priesthood is under Christ, not Aaron, with no earthly ritual, no outward robes, and no symbolism.
(10) Rev.1:4-6 “Grace and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of earth. To him who loved us, and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
(11) Rev.5:8-10 “When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a lamp, and with golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints, and they sang a new song saying, “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood did ransom men for God from every tribe and tongue, and people and nation. And you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”
The tabernacle we serve is heavenly, and not of this world.
(12) Heb.8:1-5 “We have a high priest who is seated at the right hand of the throne of Majesty in heaven, a minister in the true sanctuary and the tent which is set up, not by man, but by the Lord. Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since they are priests who offer who offer gifts according to law. They serve as a copy of the heavenly sanctuary, for when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
The sacrifices we offer are spiritual and eternal, not physical.
(13) 1Pet.2:1-5 “Put away all malice, and all guile and insincerity and envy and all slander. Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk of the Word, that by it you may grow up to salvation, for you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight chosen and precious, and like living stones, be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
(14) Ps.51:17 “The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit. A broken and contrite heart you will not despise, O God.”
(15) Ps.50:23 “He who brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice honours me, and to him who orders his way aright, I will show the salvation of God.”
(16) 2Cor.4:18 “We do not look to the things which are seen, but to the things which are unseen, for the things which are seen are passing away, but the things which are unseen are eternal.”
DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING: 
A  PRIEST; Sect 2
The most important sacrifice we have to offer to God is the sacrifice of praise.
(17) 1Pet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”
(18) Heb.13:15 “Through Christ Jesus let us offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips acknowledging his name.”
(19) Matt.21:14-16 “A blind man came to Jesus in the temple, and he healed him. But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant, and they said to him, ‘Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouths babes and sucklings you have brought perfect praise?”
We need to remember also, that the giving of our personal possessions to our brothers and sisters in need, especially when we will be left short ourselves in so doing, is a sacrifice very acceptable to God.
(20) Heb.l3:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
(21) Phil.4:18 Paul said, “I have received full payment, and more; I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you have sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.”
(22) 2Cor.8:1-4 “We want you to know brethren, about the grace of God, which has been shown in the churches of Macedonia, for in spite of a severe testing of affliction, their abundance of joy, and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of liberality on their part. For they gave according to their means, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favour of taking part in the relief of the saints.”
(23) Acts 4:32 “The company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that the things he possessed were his own, but they had everything in common.”
But if we’d only remember;

(24) Matt.25:40 “The King will say, “As you did it for one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me.”
We’re told to ‘present our bodies to God as a living sacrifice’.
(25) Rom.l2:1-2 “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, for this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your minds, that you may know what the will of God is; what is good and perfect and acceptable to him.”
(26) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature, which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt though deceitful lusts. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds. And put on the new nature which is created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”
(27) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God. You are not your own, you were bought with a price, so glorify God in your bodies.”
Remember;

(28) Rom.7:4 “You have died to the law through the body of Christ that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, so that you may bear fruit for God.”
(29) 2Cor.5:15 “Jesus died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves, but for him, who for their sake died, and was raised.”
Jesus Christ himself came to show us how this is to be done, and now he has made his own Spirit available to us so that he can continue his work in the world through us.
(30) Luk.4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
(31) Ps.40:9-10 “I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation, I have not restrained my lips, as you know Lord. I have not hid your saving help in my heart, I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation, I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation.”
(32) Is.61:1-3 “Thus says the Lord, “Heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things my hand has made, so they are all mine, says the Lord. But this is the man to whom I will look, he that is humble and contrite in spirit, and who trembles at my Word.”

(33) Matt.10:27-28 “What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light. What you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. And do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul; Rather, fear him, who can destroy both body and soul in hell.”
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